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Prof . S. N. Ratha  is a distinguished Sociologist Social Anthropologist of India.  Trained 
under the fostering care of Late Professor A. Aiyappan at the Utkal University, and 
Professor Cora Du Bois of Harvard University, he has been active in the field of teaching 
and research nearing half a century, beginning as a Research Scholar from 1961-63 and 
then as a lecturer at the university of Gauhati in 1963 followed as the founding Professor 
and Head of the department of Anthropology and Sociology, Sambalpur University, 
Orissa, from 1976-1996. Professor Ratha, now in his 14th year of retirement from formal 
service, has been as active as ever in teaching and research. He is in the executive 
committees of many National and the International Academic bodies including the 
‘International Union of Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences’. Professor Ratha’s 
research output includes three books and more than a hundred papers and he is the 
former Professor and Head of the Department of Sociology and Social anthropology, 
Sambalpur University, Orissa.

Publications

Books :

1. Glimpses of tribal life in North-East India (Jointly with P.K. Bhowmick)
2. Sparks from Bidisha, Vol one, Tribal Development.
3. Ethnographic profiles of  i) Dhulia, 2) Paika, 3) Gauda, 4) Kotia 5) Holva and 
Bentho-Oriya (Tribal Research and Training Institute, Government of Andhra 
Pradesh)

Papers :

1968:    Caste in South Orissa Village. Man in India. Vol.48, No.2

1968:  A Bodo Kachari Folk Tale. Journal of the University of Gauhati, Vol.XX. 
No.1.

1969: Madarbari: A Bodo Kachari Village in North Kamrup, Assam, Journal of 
the University of Gauwahati, Vol. XX, No. 2.

1970:    A Village in South Orissa. The North Eastern Research Bulletin, Vol-1, 
Dept. of Sociology, Dibrugarh University.

1978:    Anthropology and Community Development, Proceedings of the Post 
Plenary Session of the Xth International Congress on Applied and Action 
Anthropology, Calcutta.
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1981:     Tribal Development Program :  An appraisal (in L.P. Vidyarthi edited 
Tribal Development and its Administration), Concept Publishers, New 
Delhi.

1981:    A Note on Tribal Education (in L.P. Vidyarthi edited Tribal Development 
and its Administration), Concept Publishers, New  Delhi.

1982:    Planning for Tribal Development: An Anthropological Approach (in 
Budhadev Chaudhary edited Tribal Development in India), Inter India, 
New Delhi.

1982: Socio-economic Stratification in a West Orissa Village. Eastern 
Anthropologist. Vol.35. No.4. PP. 301-308.

1983: A Note on the impact of Industrialization on the Tribal Way of life: 
Observation from an Industrial fringe in Western Orissa, Journal of the 
Bihar Tribal Research Institute, Vol XXV, No. 1&2.

1985:  Man and Nature Relationship: Life in a Kisan Hamlet of Western Orissa 
(Jointly with D.K. Behera). Man and life, Vol.II. No. 3 & 4.

1985: Land use and Human Relations: A case study of a Bada Kachari village, 
Journal of Social Research, Vol. XI. No.1-1.

1988: Socio-economic responsibility of Tribal Women: A Case Study of  Kisan 
of Western Orissa (Jointly with D.K. Behera) Social Science and Social 
Concern (Felicition Volume in Honour of Dr. B.K. Roy Burman, edited by 
S.B. Chakraborty Mittal Publication, Delhi.

1988: The Kisan Children at work: Data from a west Orissa Village (Jointly with 
N.K. Mahakud). Man in India, Vol. I.

1988: Pattern of Marriage Among the Converts to Christianity of Western 
Orissa in K.L. Bhowmick edited “Society and Culture”. Inter-India 
Publications, New-Delhi.

1988:     Integrated Rural Development: Data From three West Orissa 
villages (Rural Development in eastern and North Eastern India. Ed. 
Madhu S. Mishra), Indian Institute of Management, Calcutta.

1990: Displacement and Rehabilitation: Data from three resettled colonies 
around Rourkela Steel Plant, Orissa. Man in Asia, Vol.2. (Jointly with 
D.K. Behera)

1990: Rethinking Totemism: Man Nature Relationship in maintaining the 
ecological balance, Man in India, Vol. 70 (Jointly with D.K. Behera).

1990:    Educating the Tribals. The Eastern Anthropologist, Vol.43 (Jointly with 
D.K. Behera).

1992: Tribal Development: A peep into the problem, the Philosophy and the 
Program, Tribal Transformation in India, Vol. II of Tribal Studies in India 
series T 148 Inter-India, New Delhi.
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1992: Literacy in Tribal India: An evaluation, Tribal Transformation in India, 
Vol.IV of Tribal Studies in India series T 150 Inter-India, New Delhi.

1992:    Forest and Tribal Culture: An overview of the Man-Plant-Animal 
Relationship, Adivasi, Vol.XXXIII. No.1. Bhubaneswar.

1992: Community Situation in Western Orissa: A Study in Ethos, Silver Jubilee 
Celebration Volume, Sambalur University.

1994: Western Orissa: An Ethnographic Profile in S.B. Roy and A.K. Ghosh 
(eds) People of India: Bio-Cultural Dimensions (felicitation volume in 
honour of Dr. K.S. Singh). Inter-India   Publications. New Delhi. 

1994: Notes on Ecology, Economy and Religion: Data from a Bodo Kachari 
Village, Bulletin of the Department of Anthropology, Dibrugarh 
University.

2001: Welfare of the scheduled tribes and their development: The Orissa case, 
Journal of Rural Development National institute of Rural Development, 
Hyderabad.

2002    Relevant Education: Life-skill Approach in the context of Children of 
Disadvantaged and Marginalized communities- Micro data from Koraput 
district (National Consultative Meet on ‘Education for Life’ under Sarva 
Shiksha Abhiyan, N.C.E.R.T, New Delhi).

2002 A Suggestive Micromodel of Community Education through Open 
Schooling in the context of Difficult to Reach Communities (in 
Enterprising Community Education, Ed. N.K.Ambasht, N.I.O.S).

2005    Tribal Welfare Administration And Development in Orissa (in Deepak 
Kumar Behera and   Georg Pfeffer Ed. Contemporary Society: Tribal 
Studies, Vol. VI, Tribal Situation in India), Concept Publishing Company, 
New Delhi).       

          
  2006  In Search of a Strategy for Sustainable Development (Research Report   
            submitted to University Grants Commission).          

          2007-09  Ethnographic profiles of  some Scheduled tribe of Andhra PradeshThe   

                        Dhulia (2007), The Paika (2007), The Gauda (2008), The Bentho-Oriya 

                        (2008) and The Holva (2009)

      Directed Research (Doctoral)

a. Binjhal – A Royal Tribe of Orissa: A study of their Traditional System: 
1982.

b. Ethnicity and social Interactions among Christians: Data from
Brajarajnagar and Sambalpur Towns, 1985

c. Social Organisation in Agricultural Operation: Data from a Kisan village of 
Orissa, 1989.

d. Economic Development and Social Change among Kandhas: Data from a 
Kandhamala Village in Orissa: 1991.

e. The Siddi of Saurastra and their Changing Culture: 1993.
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f. Socio-economic implications of shifting cultivation (Data from Pauri 
Bhuyan of Keonjhar district, Orissa): 1996.

g. A Comparative study on Nutrition and of its effects on tribal health 
(Analysis of data from three Oraon villages in Sundargarh district, 
Orissa) : 1996.

Felicitation Volumes: 

1. Tribal Studies, Volume I.   Structure and Process,  Concept, New Delhi, 1977.
2. Tribal Studies, Volume II. Development Issues, Transition and Change, Concept, 
1977.


